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NAEP Questions Tool Tutorial

The NAEP Questions Tool provides educators, researchers, parents, and students with 
access to released questions from NAEP assessments in nearly all subject areas, dating 
from 1990.

The questions are presented as 

 examples of what NAEP asks students in grades 4, 8, and 12;

 examples of questions that probe students’ knowledge of specifi c content areas; and

 a way to examine student performance on a specifi c question by race/ethnicity, 
gender, and other student groupings across the nation and, for mathematics, reading, 
science, and writing.

NAEP has released over 1,000 questions from past assessments to the public, and will 
continue to release more after each assessment.

How to Access
The direct URL to NAEP Questions is http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrls or 
click NAEP Questions on the Nation’s Report Card home page.

How do I search for specifi c questions?

1. First, click on Search Options on the fi rst screen.

2. Next, select your question search option and click on Search or Continue. Note that 
there are several ways to search for questions.
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3. Questions that match your search criteria will be listed on the next screen. You can 
then click on any question to view it.

Some NAEP questions are given to students at more than one grade level. These cross-
grade questions are referred to as, for example, 4(8) or 8(4), where the fi rst number 
refers to the focal grade—the grade level/assessment from which the question and 
related material was drawn—and the second number (the number in parentheses) refers 
to the other grade level in which the question was also given.

Three Ways to Search for Questions

There are three ways to search for questions:

 quick search,

 advanced search, or

 search by block.

Quick Search

Select a subject and grade by using the pull-down menus.

You must choose a subject but, if you do not choose a grade, you will view questions 
from all grades. When you have chosen a subject or subject and grade, click on Search.
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Advanced Search

Within a subject, you can search for questions by grade, content classifi cation, question 
type, diffi culty, and other subject-specifi c variables using Advanced Search. First, you 
must choose a subject and click on Continue.

Next, select your advanced search criteria. Note that options will differ depending on the 
subjects you choose.

Question diffi culty is determined as follows: for multiple-choice and dichotomously 
scored (right-wrong) items, easy questions are those with scores greater than 60 
percent, medium questions are those with scores greater than or equal to 40 percent 
and less than 60 percent, and hard questions are those with scores less than 40 
percent. For constructed-response questions, separate weights are assigned to each 
score category.

When you are fi nished, click on Search.

Search by Block

If you have a specifi c “block” of questions you want to view (a “block” refers to the 
group of questions administered to students in a test booklet), you may use this search 
feature.
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How do I print a question or group of questions?

The NAEP Questions Tool allows users to customize and print NAEP questions. After 
selecting and saving questions in the Print Folder, you can change the question order, 
delete questions and decide what information you wish to print along with the questions 
(e.g., scoring guides, content classifi cations).

Selecting Questions

Select questions to be added to the print document by clicking on the check boxes in 
the In Folder column on the Search Results screen. A red check mark appears on each 
selected check box.

Note: As the check boxes are marked, the number of items in the Print Folder is NOT 
updated. To update the displayed information, click on To Print Folder next to the Print 
Folder icon.

Adding All Questions to the Print Folder

Clicking on the Add All Questions link on the Search Results page automatically adds all 
the displayed questions to the Print Folder.

Removing All Questions from the Print Folder

Clicking on the Remove All Questions link on the Search Results page automatically 
removes all selected questions from the Print Folder.
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Printing Individual Questions Directly

Questions are displayed as links on the Search Options page. Clicking on a specifi ed 
question (link) displays the entire question. Clicking on the Printable Version link takes 
you to a screen that has only the question and does not include the NAEP Questions 
Tool interface. From this page you can print using the browser’s print icon.

Adding/Removing Individual Questions to/from the Print Document

You can add or remove questions you are viewing by clicking on the Add Question/
Remove Question icon on the upper right of the screen. As you add or remove questions, 
the number of questions in your print folder will be automatically updated.

Printing from the Print Folder

The selected questions are put into the Print Folder as one document. Clicking on 
the Print Folder link or icon brings you to a page where you have a number of options 
for formatting your print document. In the Print Options area, you can select items to 
include with your questions in the print document (for example, scoring guides/keys, 
performance data or content classifi cation information). Questions are automatically 
selected on this page. Once you’ve selected what you would like to be included in your 
document, you can click Assemble Document. Note: In the print document, underlined 
text represents text that has been substituted for items that were originally part of a set. 
For the exact wording of items that were given to students, please refer to the text as 
represented with the tool itself.
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Editing the Print Document

The order in which questions appear can be rearranged in the Edit section, so that 
easy, medium, and hard questions are arranged in an appropriate order. For instance, 
a teacher might want the easier questions to appear fi rst, followed by medium, then 
harder questions. A question is rearranged by selecting one question then using either 
the Move Up or Move Down arrows to the right to move it accordingly. The change can 
either be retained by clicking on Save or be rejected by clicking on Restore. You can also 
preview a question by clicking on the View Question button. A question can be deleted 
from your document by clicking on Delete Question.

Clicking on Assemble Document creates a printable fi le. From here, you can print using 
the browser’s print icon or save to disk. You may also use copy/paste to import part or 
all of the print document into any HTML-aware editor.

This material is from the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), which is 
funded by a federal government grant. This material is in the public domain (excluding 
any third-party copyrighted materials it may contain) and, therefore, our permission is not 
required to reproduce it. Please reprint any acknowledgement exactly as it appears on 
the material being reproduced. If no acknowledgement exists, you may acknowledge the 
source of your materials. You are encouraged to reproduce this material as needed.
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What information can I get about each question?

When you select a question to view, a screen similar to the one below will be displayed.

Information related to a selected question is available by clicking the tabs at the top of 
the screen. This information includes:

QuestionQuestion - Shows the printable version of the question. When the screen fi rst displays, 
the question will display. Click on this tab to redisplay the question after another choice 
has been selected.

Performance Data - Shows information about how students scored on the question.

Content Classifi cation - Shows information about how the question relates to the subject 
area framework. This includes a description of the content domain—what is being 
assessed—and the cognitive skills within that domain.

Scoring Guide/KeyScoring Guide/Key - Shows the scoring guide or rubric for constructed-response Scoring Guide/Key - Shows the scoring guide or rubric for constructed-response Scoring Guide/Key
questions and the correct answer for multiple-choice questions.

Student ResponseStudent Responses - Shows actual student responses to the question for each score 
level.

More Data - Displays additional data for each item, including how subgroups (gender, 
race/ethnicity, parents’ highest level of education, type of school, region of the country, 
type of location, Title I participation, National School Lunch Program and achievement 
level) performed on this question. Provides a link to the NAEP Data Tool, where you can 
search for more specifi c national and state NAEP data.
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Question - When the screen fi rst appears, the question will be displayed and 
the Question tab will be highlighted. When you are viewing related information other 
than the question itself, click on this tab to re-display the question.

Links within the question - The question and related graphics or text passages may not fi t 
on the screen area without scrolling. To help you view the different parts of the question, 
we have added several links above the question on the right side of the screen.

The names of the links may change depending on the type of question and the subject 
area.

Note that the questions have been formatted to display on the screen and may not be 
presented in the same way as they were to the student. You can view the questions as 
they were presented to the student by printing a block of questions in its PDF form.

Performance Data - Shows information about how students scored on the question.

For Multiple-Choice Questions - Shows the percentage of students who answered the 
question incorrectly or correctly, or who omitted the item.
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For Constructed-Response Questions - Shows the percentage of students who scored at 
each score level, or who omitted the question or were off-task.

The scoring criteria will vary depending on the subject and type of question. Click on 
Scoring Guide/Key to see a description of the score levels used for each question.

Content Classification - Shows information about how the question relates to the 
subject area framework. This includes a description of the content domain—what is 
being assessed—and the cognitive skills within that domain.

Use the links on the upper right of the Content Classifi cation screen to move between 
the sections of the screen. Note that the name of the links will vary depending on 
subject and question type.

For a more extensive description of the subject area you have chosen, click on Subject 
Info at the top of the screen next to the subject name.
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Scoring Guide/Key - Shows information about how the question was scored.

For Multiple-Choice Questions - Shows the “key” or correct answer for the question.

For Constructed-Response Questions - Shows the scoring guide used to determine the 
score for the student’s answer.

Note that the scoring criteria will vary depending on the subject and type of question.
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Student Responses - Shows actual student responses to the question for each score 
level.

Use the scroll bar to move between the sections of the screen. Note that student 
responses are available only for constructed-response questions.

In some subjects, you will fi nd a Scorer’s Commentary button after the student 
responses. Each subject offers a different model for the scorer’s commentary—some 
provide one for every response, others for both responses. The scorer’s commentary 
gives you additional information on why the response received the score that it did and 
often refers back to the scoring guide.
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More Data - Shows information about how subgroups of students performed on the 
question. This information enables you to see comparisons between the subgroups. 
From this screen you can also link to the NAEP Data Tool (http://nces.ed.gov/http://nces.ed.gov/
nationsreportcard/naepdatanationsreportcard/naepdata).

Information about the performance of the following subgroups is included on the More 
Data screen:

 Gender

 Race/Ethnicity

 Parents’ Highest Level of Education

 Type of School

 Region of the Country

 Type of Location

 Title I Participation

 National School Lunch Program

 Achievement Level
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Where can I fi nd more information about the subjects NAEP assesses?

You can fi nd information about each subject by clicking on Subject Info at the top of the 
screen next to the subject name.

This leads you to more detailed information about NAEP procedures, including a 
description of frameworks, assessment instruments, scoring, school and student 
samples for that subject, NAEP reports, and interpreting NAEP results.

You can fi nd even more information about each subject by choosing a subject on the 
NAEP home page.

Additional Help

For more help with features on the NAEP website, click Help in the banner.

For additional help, write to us via Contact Us, or e-mail Sherran.Osborne@ed.govSherran.Osborne@ed.gov.




